SPORTS, 2B 


The friendship 
of Isiah, Magic 


24-YEAR 
DROUGHT 


A 4-part plan for Lions to win a 
future NFC North championship 


SPORTS, 1B 


CONSTRUCTION 


866-374-0670 


DF-GMG0004807-03 


sees) Relationships i 
T Built on Trust ® 
g Family owned 
& operated 
since 1961 


See Ad Below 
For Details 


YEARS 


Detroit Free Press 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017 KH FREEP.COM 


CONTROVERSY OVER FORFEITURE LAW 


It’s a battle to regain seized items 


Many don’t have resources 
to fight for property in court 


Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Only a few people were in a courtroom north 
of Detroit last week to hear the judge tongue- 


“Tm outraged by the way this was handled,” 
Oakland County Circuit Judge Rae Lee Chabot 
exclaimed, wilting the prosecutor. 

“This hints at more than just a mistake. This 
continuous action hints at obstruction,” Cha- 
bot said, citing the 22 months it took to obey a 
court order and unfreeze the account. Chabot 
even slapped a fine on the prosecutor, award- 
ing $2,500 “in sanctions” to defense attorneys, 


Donny Barnes 
of Lake Orion 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


difficult it can be — how time-consuming, 
frustrating and costly — for those on the 
wrong end of a drug bust to get back their 
property. 

In this case, it was to get back the joint 
bank account of a mother and son — an ac- 
count containing $10,938, of which $10,000 
belonged not to medical-marijuana user Don- 
ny Barnes, 42, of Orion Township, but to 


NBATV sits down with the lash a prosecutor for delaying the return ofa though they’d asked for three times that much. hasfoughtto Barnes’ mother. 
pair to discuss the history bank account with $11,000 that she ruled was The judicial dressing-down at this testy get back his 
of their relationship. improperly seized by drug investigators. hearing in Pontiac offered rare insight into how property. See SEIZURES, Page 5A 
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Your guide to 
holiday tipping 


Does tipping make you 
tense? A no-fuss guide 
on how much to pay. 


@ usA TODAY 


Trump releases 
security plan 


National security strategy 
attempts to balance political 
and economic issues. 2A 


Inside today’s Free Press 


A SLICE OF LIGHT! 


Workers install a third-floor pizza-shaped window that will be part of the 


world’s first pizza-shaped window facade at the Little Caesars world headquarters 


campus in downtown Detroit on Monday. X More in Business, Page 8A 
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At least 3 
are killed 


in Amtrak 
derailment 


Officials: Train at 81 mph 
when it hit 30 mph curve 


Josh Farley, Bart Jansen and Mike James 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


DUPONT, Wash. — An Amtrak train that 
derailed south of Seattle and killed at least 
three people was going 81 mph moments be- 
fore it entered a curve where the recommend- 
ed speed tops out at 30 mph, according to 
Amtrak and state transportation figures. 

The train’s speed and the posted speed 
limit are likely to be key points for federal ac- 
cident investigators, who are trying to deter- 
mine why the train — on its inaugural run — 
flew off the rails and caused several rail cars 
to plunge off a bridge overpass and onto a 
traffic-clogged interstate. 

At least five vehicles on I-5 were struck by 
derailed train cars tumbling down from the 
tracks above, Pierce County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment spokesman Ed Troyer said. 

“We have multiple fatals on the train, no 
fatals on the roadway,” Troyer said. Authori- 
ties say there are three confirmed deaths. City 
of DuPont Fire Chief Larry Creekmore also 


i P S pee says more than 100 patients were transported 
E ae See TRAIN, Page 5A 
MADA Tax reform leads to last-minute ’17 chores 


High 45° Low 28° 


Morning fog: Forecast, ZA Susan Tompor changes from earlier discussions. The GOP goal More 
Columnist is to pass the tax overhaul package this weekin eme 
; a inside 
Detroit Free Press Congress. President Donald Trump wants to 
USA TODAY NETWORK sign a bill before year’s end. X Electric 
Daily $1.50 A key part of the tax plan continues toinvolve vehicle tax 
doubling the standard deduction beginning in credit sur- 
r December is turning into yet another crazy 2018. As a result, fewer people are expected to vives in 
time to add more chores to the to-do list, thanks itemize deductions — including charitable con- latest tax 
ER a to a sweeping tax package that appears tobeon tributions. bill, but j 
Sbsaibe: oE A300 the fast track this week. , , So year-end tax tips take on a special phaseout Cars from an Amtrak train lie on I-5 
Classified: 586-977-7500; Republicans released their final tax bill late remains. alongside smashed vehicles Monday in 
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e KITCHENS * GUTTER PROTECTION 


At Kroll Construction, we specialize in the installation of the kind of replacement windows that Michigan homeowners need to 
lower their energy costs and be more comfortable in their homes year round. Call us to schedule your free in-home consultation. 
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Kitchen or Bath 
Remodeling 


Limited time offer 
: - call now! 
ı Previous orders excluded. 


Cleaning Gutters 
Limited time offer 
- call now! 
Previous orders excluded. 


